[Long-term clinical course after second laparotomy in ovarian cancer].
A series of thirty consecutive epithelial ovarian cancer patients were reviewed after long-term follow-up (more than 5 y) since their second-look operation (SLO). All patients had advanced tumors (stages IIb-IV). Primary chemotherapy consisted of a cisplatin-associated regimen. For all patients adjuvant treatment had been planned after completion of the SLO. Mean follow-up after SLO was 68 months (47-103 months). Tumor status at SLO divided the patients in 2 subgroups: Group A = 13 patients (43%), with no evidence of histologically proved disease at time of operation (NED); Group B = 17 patients (57%), with macroscopic persistence of tumor. Survival was significantly better in the first group than in the second (77% at 5 yr vs less than 25%). Recurrence rate in the NED group was 7.7% (1 recurrence at 32 months). Eight of 17 patients with gross tumor at SLO underwent satisfactory resection. However, recurrence rate was high (75%) and survival rate was low (25% at 5 yrs). This result was not significantly better than that of patients with no optimal resection at SLO (9 patients, survival 22%). Second effort resection at SLO does not seem to be beneficial in these patients after partial failure of initial chemotherapy with cisplatin. The usefulness of systematic second look operations is discussed. Controlled randomized trials should be made to determine the exact role of SLO in ovarian cancer treatment.